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The Artist’'s Comment

| believe Korean’s view about visually beautiful and sophisticated images is heavily distorted nowadays.
What looks beautiful to the human eye is, after all, what his eyes are used to.

People appreciate the beauties of his surrounding landscapes and in forms of life.

Any healthy and normal person will find the highest beauty from the young other sex.

This is also the principle of nature.

From this perspective, there is something strange about Korean’s aesthetic sense.
Why do we see Western features more attractive than our own?
Don’t you find it abnormal that many Koreans value long legs, big eyes with double-eyelid and a sharp, high nose as signs

of beauty?

Such aesthetic consciousness is only based on Ancient Greek’s idea of beauty of human body left in their statues, which
influenced Ancient Romans and later Europeans, and finally present-day Americans.

As Europe and the U.S. wielded their powers—built on their strong military force and economic power — over the world
since post-modern period, their cultures also has overpowered the Eastern civilization, which used to be revered by Asians
for its long history and splendid traditions but now is treated poorly.

Hence, we could say that our present aesthetic sense is chained to Ancient Greek’s.

But a hundred years ago, Korean ancestors had different sense of beauty from us.

Didn’t they depicted a traditionally diminutive frame, a round nose, full lips, and wide, slanted eyes in a portrait of the
Joseon dynasty lady to express the beauty of Korean women!

Yet when | look around now, | see so many of us copying Western looks from the crown to the toe, and then | feel
frustrated.

In my latest work, | want to reveal the beauty of Korean women by capturing the faces of high school girls who do not
put on make-up or have yet to get plastic surgery.

These days, many tend to emphasize an oval facial line with a sharp chin (which is called 'V-line' among Koreans); in
contrast to the recent tendency, | remove hair and facial outline from my frame and, instead, focus on their eyes, noses,

and lips to recapture Korean’s attractive features that we lost.

It is disastrous that everybody tries to change their faces and bodies artificially just to have Western-looking features.

I present the result of my work, hoping that we, Koreans, can re-discover the pure natural beauty inherent in us.
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